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(See:

1. Buddenbrooks, Inc; The Commentaries on the Laws of England - PMM,;

2. Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws of England by Jack W. Brown, Ph.D;

3. Blackstone, William. Commentaries on the Laws of England: A Facsimile of
the First Edition of 1765-1769. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1979;

4. Blackstone’s View of Natural Law and Its Influence on the Formation of
American Declaration of Independence and the Constitution By Kent Schmidt;

http://www.vialibri.net/552display/year 1765 1.html;

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/blackstone/blacksto.htm#book3).
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1. “For ignorance [Moses] left no pretext. He appointed the Law to be the most
excellent and necessary form of instruction, ordaining, not that it should be heard
once for all or twice or on several occasions, but that every week men should desert
their other occupations and assemble to listen to the Law and to obtain a thorough
and accurate knowledge of it, a practice which all other legislators seem to have
neglected” (Josephus, A., p. 2.175; http://www.pohick.org/sts/scripture.html; See:
Geoffrey W. Bromiley, International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, p. 677).

2. For it to be reasonable to impose the No-Excuse Requirement, the law must be:
1.promulgated; 2. there can be no ex post facto laws; 3.the law must be unambiguous;
4. in general, stable; 5. if stability is important in the system of law, there is an indirect
argument for generality in the law. see: Rationale for a No-Excuse Requirement; by
Robert Bass (http://www.geocities.com/athens/olympus/2178/law.html).

3. The Jurisprudence of Willfulness: An Evolving Theory of Excusable Ignorance.
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1. “... Through a historical analysis I propose to show that this maxim has no proper
foundation in that it was incorrectly imported into the common law from its apparent
origin in Roman law. It will also be shown that the maxim is not well supported by
case law” (See: refutation about “Ignorance of the law”; http://law.anu.edu.au/
criminet/kumar.html).

2. “However, the law in the USA has swelled to a size that is unknowable even by
experts. In Oct 1998, the annotated edition of the U.S. Code (i.e., federal statutes)
occupied 990 cm of library shelf space. Who can know all that is within these pages?
A criminal law class in law school contains only about 40 hours of lectures, mostly about
homicides, with a little about larceny and rape” (See: Ronald B. Standle, Differences

between Civil and Criminal Law in the USA, p. 1 of 1; http://www.rbs2.com/cc.htm).
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1. Despite its familiarity and wide usage, the ignorantia legis principle has been
seriously eroded over the last century, and in recent years (See: Sharon L. Davies,
The Jurisprudence of Willfulness: An Evolving Theory of Excusable Ignorance, Ohio State
University College of Law Duke Law Journal, 1998, vol. 48, p. 341).

2. “1. In short, Austin’s justification for the maxim stems from practical concerns, not
justice or rule of law.

2. The purpose of the penal law is not merely to educate. Even Jeremy Bentham, a
strong advocate of utilitarianism could not accept that punishment was a method of
making the law known. the criminal law is to punish the wicked not the stupid.

3. Respect for law is weakened, if men are punished for acts which according to
the general consensus of opinion they were justified in believing to be morally right
and in accordance with law” (See: refutation about “Ignorance of the law”;

http://law.anu.edu.au/criminet/kumar.html).
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