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The spread of contagious diseases poses serious
jurisprudential-legal challenges to the health system and
the life of human societies. Human testing and the mass
administration of emerging vaccines, due to their potential
side effects versus the necessity of combating the disease,
represent a clear instance of conflict between two interests
(preserving individual health from vaccine side effects and
preserving public health from the disease). This research
aims to analyze the ruling on this issue, employing an
analytical-descriptive method and a comparative approach
to examine the foundations and evidences of Imamiyyah
and Sunni jurisprudence. The main question is: what is the
jurisprudential ruling on vaccine testing and administration
in Islamic schools of thought? The research findings
indicate that both schools, relying on common principles
such as the obligation to preserve life/soul (as one of the
primary objectives of Sharia, Maqasid al-Shari‘ah), the
rule of no harm (Qa‘idat La Darar), the rule of necessity,
and the necessity of prioritizing the more important
interest, concur on the permissibility (Jawaz) of human
vaccine testing under conditions such as informed consent
and minimal risk. Furthermore, in situations where
vaccination is the only effective way to control the disease,
the Islamic ruler (Hakim al-Shar) (based on the Wilayat
al-Fagih in Imami jurisprudence and public interest
(Maslahah ‘Ammah) in Sunni jurisprudence) can make it
mandatory. Minor differences primarily emerge in the
foundations of reasoning and some subsidiary issues, such
as the use of forbidden (Haram) ingredients in vaccines,
which, under conditions of necessity, also leads to
permissibility.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The rapid emergence and global spread of novel infectious diseases
in the contemporary era, most notably the COVID-19 pandemic,
have confronted human societies with unprecedented challenges
regarding public health and bioethics. In this critical context, the
development, testing, and widespread distribution of vaccines are
universally recognized by the scientific community as the most
effective strategies for preventing epidemics and reducing mortality
rates. However, the path from vaccine development to mass
immunization is fraught with complex ethical and jurisprudential
questions that require rigorous analysis within the framework of
Islamic law. On the one hand, the process of testing vaccines on
human subjects involves potential risks and side effects, raising
concerns about the sanctity of life and bodily integrity. On the other
hand, any delay in this process could result in the loss of countless
lives, thereby engaging the collective responsibility of society and
the state. Given that the Shari‘a of Islam claims to be a
comprehensive religion capable of responding to human needs in
every era, elucidating the ruling of this issue from the perspective
of Islamic jurisprudence is a necessity.

While there is a growing body of literature addressing the
government's civil liability regarding infectious diseases or the
general medical ethics of treatment, there is a significant gap in
comparative research that specifically examines the jurisprudential
rulings on "vaccine clinical trials" and the "prioritization of vaccine
distribution" from the dual perspectives of Imami (Shi'a) and Sunni
jurisprudence. Previous studies have predominantly focused either
on the purely medical aspects or have analyzed the issue through the
lens of a single Islamic legal school, often neglecting the
comparative dimension that highlights the universality of Islamic
legal principles. This research aims to bridge this gap by conducting
a comprehensive comparative analysis. It seeks to answer
fundamental questions: What is the Sharia ruling on human testing
of vaccines? Is vaccination mandatory or voluntary? How should
vaccines be prioritized among different societal groups? And what



is the ruling on importing vaccines from hostile nations? By
analyzing the shared and distinct principles of the two major schools
of Islamic thought, this study aims to provide a robust legal
framework for bioethical decision-making in Muslim societies.

Method

This research is characterized as an applied study in terms of its
objectives and employs a "descriptive-analytical" method with a
"comparative" approach regarding its nature. The primary data
collection technique was the library method, involving a meticulous
examination of first-hand sources including the Holy Quran, Hadith
collections, and authoritative jurisprudential, exegetical, and legal
texts from both Imami and Sunni traditions. The research process
involved several key steps: (1) Conceptualization and keyword
search of key jurisprudential terms such as "Preservation of the
Soul" (Hifz al-Nafs), "No Harm Rule" (La Darar), "Public Interest"
(Maslahah), "Necessity" (Idtirar), and "Ruler's Authority"
(Wilayat), (2) Data extraction of opinions from prominent classical
and contemporary jurists as well as contemporary fatwas and
resolutions from international Islamic figh academies; (3)
Comparative analysis of the gathered data across four main axes:
the legitimacy of human testing, the mandate for vaccination,
prioritization protocols, and issues related to vaccine ingredients
and origin; (4) Synthesis of findings to derive general rules
applicable to modern public health crises. Ethical considerations
were strictly observed throughout the research, including accurate
citation of sources and avoidance of misrepresentation of jurists'
Views.

Findings

The findings of this comparative research reveal a profound
convergence between Imami and Sunni jurisprudence regarding
vaccination, despite differences in their methodological origins. The
results are detailed in the following thematic areas:

Fundamental Principles and Rules: The analysis demonstrates that
both sects rely on a shared set of high-level legal maxims to address
health crises. (1) Preservation of the Soul: Both schools consider the



preservation of life as a paramount duty, grounded in Quranic verses
prohibiting self-destruction (7ahlukah) in Imami thought, and
elevated to one of the five essential objectives of the Sharia
(Magdsid al-Shart‘a) in Sunni thought. (2) The Rule of No Harm:
This universal maxim is pivotal, where refusing vaccination during
a pandemic is not merely a personal choice but a potential act of
harm against others. (3) Balancing Conflicts: When the potential
minor harm of a vaccine side effect conflicts with the definite major
harm of a deadly virus, both schools prioritize the "Greater Interest"
or "Repelling the Greater Corruption" (Daf" al-Afsad).

Legitimacy of Human Vaccine Testing: The study found that testing
vaccines on human subjects is religiously permissible subject to
strict conditions. First, Informed Consent: Based on the principle of
"Sovereignty over one's body" in Shi'a thought and the requirement
of "Patient Permission" in Sunni thought, the volunteer must
provide free and informed consent. Second, Risk Mitigation: The
risk to the volunteer must be reasonable and not tantamount to
suicide. If pre-clinical trials are successful and there is a rational
hope for success, participation is viewed not as self-destruction but
as a commendable act of "Altruism" to save the community.
Mandatory vs. Voluntary Vaccination: In normal circumstances,
vaccination remains voluntary based on the principle of original
freedom (As! al-Bard 'ah). However, in the event of a pandemic
where experts deem vaccination the only viable solution, the
Religious Ruler has the authority to issue a binding decree
mandating vaccination. This authority is derived from "Public
Interest" in Sunni figh and "Governmental Rulings" in Imami figh.
Prioritization and Ethical Allocation: The study confirms that
resource allocation must follow the rule of "The Most Important,
then the Important". Medical staff are the first priority because
preserving their lives equals preserving the healthcare system itself.
Vulnerable groups (the elderly and those with underlying
conditions) take precedence over the healthy general public because
the risk of death for them is imminent.

Importation and Ingredients: Vaccines containing prohibited
substances like porcine gelatin are permissible under the rule of
"Transformation" (Istihdlah) — where the chemical nature changes



— or purely based on "Necessity" (/dtirar) if no halal alternative
exists. While the primary rule prohibits strengthening enemies (Nafi
al-Sabil), in a state of dire necessity where no other life-saving
alternative exists, importing from hostile nations becomes
permissible to the extent necessary to save Muslim lives.
Conclusion

This research concludes that Islamic jurisprudence is not a barrier
to medical progress but provides a sophisticated ethical framework
for navigating bioethical dilemmas. The comparative analysis
highlights that while Imami and Sunni schools may differ in their
usil (roots) or specific terminologies, their practical rulings on
vaccination are strikingly similar due to their shared focus on the
ultimate goals of the Sharia: the preservation of life and the removal
of harm. The hypothesis of convergence between the two sects is
confirmed, as both traditions move beyond the literal meanings of
evidence to adhere to the "spirit of Sharia," which is the preservation
of life and public interest. The implications of these findings are
significant for health policy in the Muslim world. The confirmation
that "Public Interest" supersedes "Individual Autonomy" during
pandemics provides religious legitimacy for state-mandated health
measures. It is recommended that future research focus on the
"Criminal Enforcement of Vaccination Refusal" and the "Civil
Liability of Pharmaceutical Companies in Case of Adverse Effects"
from the perspective of comparative Islamic jurisprudence.
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