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Although extensive research has been conducted on the
transaction of human body parts, no scientific research has been
observed regarding the legal status of trading in natural hair.
This is an emer%)mg issue which, at first glance, might appear
unproblematic, but has given rise to disagreements amon
jurists. To elaborate, in the Iranian legal system and Imamiyyal
Jurisprudence, the sale and purchase of natural human hair is
not faced with any legal, religious, or ethical prohibition,
provided the conditions for the validity of the contract are
observed. However, some Sunni jurists, holding opposing
views, believe that the sale and use of human hair is not
Eerrmssﬂ)_le due to its conflict with the principle of respect for

uman dignity and the necessity of preserving human status.
Nevertheless, considering that the concepts of dignity and insult
are relative and dependent on time and place, and taking into
account the customary changes in society and the dynamism of
the reli%ion of Islam in facing emerging issues and the daily
needs of society, these views can be moderated. In this research,
an attempt has been made, by exammin% relevant
jurisprudential and legal sources, to respond to the objections of
opponents of selling human hair and to address the ambiguities
that exist due to the novelty of the subject and the absence of a
specific legal ruling in this area. These ambiguities include: the
specific conditions of this type of transaction, the ruling on a
woman selling her hair without her husband's permission, the
sale of hair by guardians and custodians on behalf of
incapacitated persons, and the transaction of natural hair
between a man and a woman and vice versa.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, the use of natural hair in the fashion and beauty industries,
as well as for manufacturing wigs and hair prostheses for individuals
suffering from hair loss or illnesses such as cancer, has become an
increasing necessity. Given the widespread public reception of these
products, there is an undeniable need to find valid answers to
existing ambiguities and challenges in this field. It is evident that
most contemporary legal issues encounter challenges due to
legislative gaps, and the sale of natural human hair is no exception.
We are currently facing questions regarding the validity of such
transactions, the necessary conditions for these sales, the method of
delivery, and the manner of utilization. Upon examining numerous
jurisprudential and legal sources, it became clear that while Iranian
law does not explicitly prohibit the trade of human hair, there are
differing opinions in jurisprudential sources, generally stemming
from the dignity and respect for the human body and the prohibition
of insulting it. Previous research has primarily focused on the sale
of human organs or organ donation; however, there is currently no
source that has extensively addressed the specific issue of the sale
of human hair. Therefore, this research aims to examine the
jurisprudential and legal foundations of selling natural hair, explain
the varying views of scholars and jurists, and offer solutions for
clarifying this issue in light of social developments and new needs.
Ultimately, it is hoped that this research will help elucidate the
various dimensions of this subject and provide solutions tailored to
current challenges.

Method

The authors have employed an analytical-research approach to
examine all credible sources relevant to the subject, thereby
providing useful solutions for addressing legal ambiguities and
gaps. As indicated in the in-text citations and the reference list,
numerous authoritative sources — including jurisprudential texts,
legal materials, and regulations governing contract law — were
reviewed. Due to the physical inaccessibility of all original texts,



some jurisprudential sources were studied through reputable
websites such as the "School of Figh Digital Library" (iib.efatwa.ir). To
ensure reliable and valid results, the authors refrained from using
unverified sources or untrustworthy internet portals. Overall, for the
authors of this study, the authenticity and credibility of the data were
considered the most important factors for the inclusion or exclusion
of any source in this research.

Findings

Based on the contents of the various jurisprudential sources
examined, the majority of jurists hold that due to the principle of
permissibility (/bahah), human ownership of one's own body, the
principle of the validity of contracts, and narrations related to organ
transplantation, there is no prohibition against the sale and use of
human hair. Conversely, a minority of jurists, particularly in Sunni
jurisprudence, consider the sale of all body parts to be invalid and
argue for the prohibition of the use of human hair by others.
Conclusion

Having reviewed the various theories regarding the sale of natural
hair, along with the rules of contract and their associated conditions,
the conclusion is that in Iranian law and jurisprudence, transactions
involving items with rational benefits are considered valid and
accepted; products derived from the human body, such as hair, are
not excluded from this rule. Naturally, regarding any intervention in
the human body, the necessity of preserving health and ensuring no
serious harm is caused to the seller remains a primary concern
among jurists. Therefore, according to the view of the majority of
contemporary Shia authorities, the sale of natural hair is permissible
provided that other legal conditions are met. However, this view is
not unanimous, as most Sunni jurists consider the sale of natural hair
impermissible based on various grounds, including the violation of
human dignity and the lack of legitimate utility.
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